
ENLIST HELP 

The Free Expression Educators Handbook 
contains practical tools and advice for 
managing book challenges and censorship 
controversies in schools and school 
libraries. The handbook, created by NCAC 
in collaboration with the National Council 
of Teachers of English (NCTE), is intended 
for teachers, librarians, and school 
administrators. 

https://ncac.org/resource/educator-handbook

If you are facing a challenge, one very 
helpful place to turn is the publisher of 
the book. When a book is challenged, the 
publisher might only find out about it if 
it makes the news. Plenty of challenges 
don’t. But if a teacher or librarian reaches 
out directly, publishers can provide 
materials that help demonstrate why 
the book is an appropriate choice 
for their school or library. Publishers 
have reviews from respected journals, 
background about the book’s creation, 
award information, and more. Much of 
this can typically be found on a publisher’s 
website, but do not hesitate to reach out. 
We want to help.
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In communities across the country, an organized political attack on 
books in schools threatens the education of America’s children. These 
ongoing attempts to purge schools of books represent a partisan 
political battle fought in school board meetings and state legislatures. 
The NCAC and many other organizations and individuals are deeply 
concerned about this sudden rise in censorship and its impact on 
education, the rights of students, and freedom of expression.

Nearly all communities have developed policies for both handling 
book challenges and allowing parents to influence their own child’s 
reading, but they must do so within the guideposts set forth by the 
Supreme Court, without infringing on the rights of other students. 
The law clearly prohibits the kind of activities we are seeing today: 
censoring school libraries, removing books—and entire reading lists—
based on disagreement with viewpoint and without any review of 
their educational or literary merit. Some would-be censors have gone 
even further, threatening teachers, school librarians, authors, and 
school board members with criminal charges and even violence for 
allowing students access to books.

Libraries offer students the opportunity to encounter books and 
other material that they might otherwise never see and the freedom 
to make their own choices about what to read. Denying young people 
this freedom to explore—often on the basis of a single controversial 
passage cited out of context—will limit not only what they can learn 
but who they can become.

Books help students connect with characters whose stories reflect 
their own lives. They also widen their view of a changing world that 
embraces diversity and multiculturalism. But there is always resistance 
to change. So it is not surprising that most of the books that are being 
attacked address concerns of groups previously underrepresented 
in libraries and school curriculums: books about lived experiences 
of racism or of growing up LGBTQIA and experiencing bias, 
discrimination, hate, and even violence.

The First Amendment guarantees that no individual, group of 
individuals, legislator, community member, or even school board 
member can dictate what public school students are allowed to read 
based on their own personal beliefs or political viewpoint.

It is freedom of expression that ensures that we can meet the 
challenges of a changing world. That freedom is critical for the 
students who will lead America in the years ahead. We must fight to 
defend it.


