
It’s punny. It’s spooky. It’s a meta picture book that puts a fresh spin on an 

old joke and elevates chicken comedy to ghastly new levels. A little spring 

chicken crosses the road but quickly gets fl attened under a semitruck. The 

barnyard beasts who’ve gone before break the news: now that Chicken’s 

fried—dispatched to the Other Side—Chicken has a job, an unwanted 

job, as a noisy, troublemaking ghost. This fowl may be weak in the beak, 

but Chicken knows that scaring people isn’t nice. There is such a thing as a 

friendly ghost, after all—isn’t there? Loaded with laughs and shivers, this 

Halloween-ready treat features ghoulishly funny art by the illustrator of the 

#1 New York Times best-selling Bad Seed series. Let the haunting begin!
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A wry take on “Why did the chicken cross the road?” that gives a whole new 
meaning to “the Other Side.” Cock-a-doodle-BOO!

Eric Geron illustrated by Pete Oswald
NEW YORK TIMES  BEST-SELLING  ILLUSTRATOR

No chickens were harmed in the making of this book.
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ERIC GERON earned a creative writing degree from 
the University of Miami and spent many years as 
a children’s book editor, acquiring numerous New 
York Times bestsellers. He is eggstatic to present 
Poultrygeist as his debut picture book. Originally from 
Summit, New Jersey, he now lives in Los Angeles, 
where he always looks both ways before crossing 
the road.

A NOTE FROM 
AUTHOR ERIC GERON
Wordplay has always been one of my favorite things in the world. 

When I’m writing, I love inserting puns whenever and wherever 

pun-ssible. As a wise pancake once said, “The worse, the butter.” 

So why do I love puns so much? They’re incredible opportunities 

to scramble words together in the funniest ways imaginable. 

There’s nothing more gratifying than the chuckle-and-cringe of 

coming up with a great new pun. My handwriting may look like 

chicken scratch, but I keep a notebook where I jot down punny 

ideas that tickle me pink. Whenever I pick it up for inspiration, I 

find there are some real golden (chicken) nuggets in there. I’m 

also a fan of classic jokes like “Why did the chicken cross the 

road?” But the reply to that joke never satisfied me. “To get to 

the other side”? That’s it? That’s the punch line? One day I started 

pun-dering about the chicken who crosses the road. What would 

their story be if I took it to the nest level? What if the other side 

(of the road) was actually the spirit world and the chicken was 

a ghost? Would that make the ghost chicken a . . . poultry-geist? 

Wordplay about chickens flew onto the page, and the tale of 

Poultrygeist was hatched into egg-sistence.

PETE OSWALD is the author-illustrator of Hike and the 
illustrator of the New York Times bestsellers The Bad 
Seed and The Good Egg, both written by Jory John. He 
worked as a character designer and/or concept artist on 
the popular films Madagascar: Escape 2 Africa, Cloudy 
with a Chance of Meatballs, Hotel Transylvania, and 
ParaNorman. He was also the art director and production 
designer for The Angry Birds Movie. Pete Oswald lives in 
Santa Monica with his wife and three sons.
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