An exuberant and relatable picture book about sibling
rivalry, ballet, and finding your free-form self.

Jaime Kim
Confidence goes a long way, and so does practice—but the support of a loving family and
community matters even more in this winsome tale of dancing your way into your own unique
talents. Tessie has taken ballet for a whole month and thinks she has it down. If it weren’t for her
big sister, Maya, who seems to own the spotlight, Tessie would dazzle the whole class. But when
Maya lands the lead—and the coveted princess crown—in the fall recital, not even freestyle
dancing can fully rescue Tessie’s spirits. But maybe they both have something to teach and
the spotlight is big enough for two? Jaime Kim’s author-illustrator debut captures the shifting
emotions of competition, sisterhood, and joy in movement with warmth, charm, and a delicious
candy-bright palette.
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Jaime Kim
A Note from

Ready for the Spotlight! was inspired by a
childhood story of my sister. Unlike childhood
Jaime, who was shy and passive, my sister, who
is five years younger than me, was always active,
full of energy, and enthusiastic about everything.
She enjoyed being in the spotlight wherever she
went, so the day of my annual ballet recital was
the worst day for her.
I took ballet quite seriously when I was
young, even dreaming of becoming a ballerina.
The ballet recital I danced in every year meant a
Me with my younger sister
lot to me, and for that one day, the whole family
focused on me. I was very nervous performing in front of a large audience, so while
the recital day was really meaningful, it was not an entirely enjoyable moment for me.
I might’ve looked like the happiest person to my sister, but I was not a girl who loved
the stage!
What my sister saw was me being the center of attention, dressed in a beautiful
costume and wearing makeup, dancing onstage and drawing applause from the
audience. One year, my sister, mad with jealousy, even refused to take a picture with
me afterward. My mom coaxed her to do it, but her facial expression—burning with
envy—was captured in the photograph. Years later, inspired by her expression in that
photo, I decided to create this story.
This book is written from the perspective of younger sister Tessie. Tessie wants
to be just like her older sister, Maya, and takes ballet lessons for a while, but she
doesn’t like not being the star. In fact, my sister went to the ballet academy with
me when she was five and quit on her very first day. She thought that following the
dance teacher’s instructions was way too boring, and she enjoyed freestyle dancing by
herself. I made Tessie a great freestyle dancer just like my sister.
Jealousy is a natural emotion that everyone experiences, particularly between
siblings, and it’s one of the emotions that people are most hesitant to reveal. I once
felt that way as well. With Ready for the Spotlight!, I wanted to convey to young
readers that it is normal to feel jealous from time to time, like Tessie does in the
book, and that it is okay to share that feeling with others.
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