
Candlewick Press Classroom Activities

In addition to being an award-winning 
author and illustrator, Steve Light is 
also a preschool teacher! He has 
created these materials to use with his 
books in the classroom. He says, “For 
each book, I’ve given just a spark of an 
idea to get your plans flowing. Please 
make them your own to work for your 
class and curriculum! I hope your class 
has as much fun exploring my books as 
I did making them.”

HC: 978-0-7636-7513-4

A little girl gallivants through a county fair, 
searching for her furry friend. Readers will 
surely spot the friendly monster as well as 
twenty shapes, identified here by their 
proper names, including trapezoids, ellipses, 
and kites.

The geometric shapes in this book are the 
same shapes found in the Montessori shape 
cabinet. Steve Light used to teach at a 
Montessori school!

by Steve Light

Art
•  Drawing or cutting shapes is always fun. Try doing spin 

art in an old salad spinner, then cut the art into different 
geometric shapes.

•  Draw your own roller coaster.

Social Studies
•  There are unusual people in the sideshow, like the 

bearded lady. Talk about how people can be different 
from one another and similar at the same time, and 
about how everyone deserves our respect. 

Have You Seen My Monster? Teachers’ Guide  •  illustration © 2015 by Steve Light  •  www.candlewick.com  •  page 1 



Candlewick Press Classroom Activities

About Steve Light
Steve Light has loved to draw since 

he was a child, and to this day he 
always has a sketchbook with him. 
All of his books are planned out in 

pictures first. He fills up sketchbook 
after sketchbook with drawings and even makes 
models of things that might help the story. Once 
the story is sketched out in images, he writes the 
words, then finally starts the final art: He puts his 
pencil sketches on a light box and inks them with 
a fountain pen (he loves fountain pens!). After 
the drawing is inked, he colors it with chalk 
pastels and sometimes colored pencils. Coming 
up with ideas and drawing in his sketchbook are 
his favorite part, but he also likes seeing the 
characters come alive in the finished art.

Steve Light had wanted to live in New York since 
he was seven years old and his family visited the 
city. He now lives in New York with his wife and 
cat. They all love Manhattan and art.

Also by Steve Light

BB: 978-0-7636-9067-0

BB: 978-0-7636-9068-7

HC: 978-0-7636-7990-3

HC: 978-0-7636-8825-7

HC: 978-0-7636-5695-9

HC: 978-0-7636-9872-0

HC: 978-0-7636-6648-4

BB: 978-1-5362-0677-7 BB: 978-1-5362-1031-6
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Math
•  Hold a shape scavenger hunt! Download the 

activity kit and hide shapes around the 
classroom or school. Children can check off the 
shapes they find on the checklist.

Science
•  The fun house has a hall of mirrors. Talk about 

reflective, nonreflective, and translucent 
material. Using small mirrors propped up with 
modeling clay, how many times can you reflect 
a beam of light from a flashlight?

•  You can magically transform a brown paper 
bag from opaque (not able to let light through) 
to translucent (letting light through) by rubbing 
oil on the bag. Hold it up to the light before 
and after to see the different amount of light let 
through.

Writing
• What is your favorite ride?

•  Write about your experience at a country fair 
or theme park.

•  If you were to invent your own park ride, what 
would it be? Draw a picture of it.


