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ABOUT THE BOOK

For Carrie and her best friend, Zora, Eatonville—America’s first 
incorporated Black township—has been an idyllic place to live out 
their childhoods. But when a lynch mob crosses the town’s border 
to pursue a fugitive and a grave robbery resuscitates the ugly sins 
of the past, the safe ground beneath them seems to shift. Not only 
has Zora’s own father—the showboating preacher John Hurston—
decided to run against the town’s trusted mayor, but there are other 
unsettling things afoot, including a heartbreaking family loss, a 
friend’s sudden illness, and the suggestion of voodoo and zombie-ism 
in the air, which a curious and grieving Zora becomes all too willing 
to entertain.

In this fictionalized tale, award-winning author Victoria Bond explores 
the end of childhood and the bittersweet goodbye to Eatonville by 
preeminent author Zora Neale Hurston (1891–1960). In so doing, 
she brings to a satisfying conclusion the story begun in the award-
winning Zora and Me and its sequel, Zora and Me: The Cursed Ground, 
sparking inquisitive readers to explore Hurston’s own seminal work.

HC: 978-0-7636-4299-0  •  PB: 978-1-5362-1667-7
Also available as an e-book and in audio

This discussion guide, which can be used with large or small groups, will help students meet several 

of the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) for English Language Arts. These include the reading 

literature standards for key ideas and details, craft and structure, and integration of knowledge and 

ideas (CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL), as well as the speaking and listening standards for comprehension 

and collaboration and for presentation of knowledge and ideas (CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL). Questions 

can also be used in writing prompts for independent work. While posing questions it is important to 

encourage students to support their responses with textual evidence to develop a deeper 

understanding of the novel.

Common Core  
Connections

Zora & Me: The Summoner
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

  1. Think about the previous two Zora and Me novels and describe Carrie. How does Carrie view 
Eatonville and Zora? What are Carrie’s words of wisdom to her granddaughter at the beginning 
of the text? Based upon the letter, what are potential themes in this story?

  2. In chapter one, what does the reader learn about Terrace Side? Who is chasing after him? Why? 
How do the characters feel about Terrace? Specifically, the white law man? Joe Clarke? Carrie’s 
mother? Mr. Baker?

  3. After the lynch mob leaves Carrie’s home in chapter two, she says, “Finally, Mama and I collapsed 
and wept, clinging to each other as if to rafts in a flood” (page 15). What does this figurative 
language suggest about the encounter and how they feel? What does it mean when Carrie states 
that Terrace Side “delivered . . . a near-catastrophe” in her home (page 15)? What could have 
occurred during the encounter?

  4. Mr. Cools asks, “Do I have a history? Well, my history is why I came here to Eatonville. I came 
here to escape my history. And you can be sure that’s why Terrace Side came here, too. He 
probably thought this place could erase his history, swallow it whole, and let him start over. 
Instead, Terrace’s history ate him alive. . . . Because no matter how big Eatonville is or gets, 
history is bigger; it will finish her. It sure will” (page 24). Why is a person’s or place’s history 
important? Do you agree that history can destroy someone or something? What history might 
destroy Eatonville? Do you think the town expansion is a good idea? Why?

  5. In chapter five, Zora states, “With just a few looks, that East fellow practically emptied Sarah’s 
head of everything that was in it. As for Fanny, she deserves more from her life than a husband 
more in love with his car than with her!” (page 37). How does Zora view marriage? What marital 
issues bother her? Why? How does her view compare with other young women in the novel, such 
as Sarah and Carrie?

  6. Describe the relationship that Carrie, Zora, and Teddy have. How has their relationship 
evolved across the three novels as they’ve grown up? How are Carrie’s and Zora’s views of care 
and marriage different? What does Zora mean when she says to Teddy, “What you’re not 
acknowledging or aware of is that growing up means something different for me and Carrie than 
it does for you” (page 57)? Specifically, what does growing up mean for Zora and Carrie? What 
does growing up mean for Teddy?

  7. In chapter seven, the author writes, “John Hurston and Joe Clarke were men linked by historical 
circumstance, men who chose to live in the same place for the same reasons: a conviction that 
black people have the right to live freely and to own their own things. Other than that, there 
was no personal tie” (page 53). How are Joe Hurston and Mr. Clarke influential residents of 
Eatonville? What are ways that the men are similar? Different? How do they each respond to 
issues that occur within the town?
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  8. When the law is discussed in chapter eight, Mr. Clarke says, “You know very well that a colored 
law man can’t pursue white men or expect justice from them” (page 64). Do you agree or disagree 
with his statement? Why? Consider both the text and historical time period.

  9. Throughout the book there is a lot of discussion about horselesses. Which individuals own a 
horseless? What does a horseless represent for people in Eatonville? In your opinion, does the 
horseless have a positive or negative impact on the town?

10. Teddy describes the following paradox: “Doctors cut into our bodies, our black bodies, because 
they don’t consider us people. . . . But then we come to define in their books and manuals what’s 
human” (page 63). What does this suggest about how society viewed different groups of people 
in the early 1900s? How might this view impact opportunity, safety, and self-perception?

11. In chapter nine, what story does Old Lady Bronson tell Zora? How does her story relate to Mr. 
Cools? Do you agree with Old Lady Bronson when she states, “Chester wasn’t hiding. He was 
sick, not stalked. He was hindered by the harness of his own mind” (page 74)? Why?

12. In chapter ten, two discussions of abuse occur about Maisie and Daisy. How do Doc Brazzle and 
Teddy respond to Maisie’s abuse? In the other, why would Daisy expect abuse in her relationship? 
How do these discussions differ from the way we view abuse today? Provide examples.

13. In chapter eleven, why does Stella Brazzle think that Zora is cursed? How does it make Zora feel? 
Do you agree with Stella? Did Zora handle the situation correctly? Why? Several chapters later, 
Zora says, “Deep down, I don’t know if I’m blessed or cursed” (page 134). Why might she feel 
that way?

14. In chapter thirteen, what do Carrie and Zora learn from the photographs in Mr. Cools’s trunk? 
How might this relate to Mr. Cools’s life and eventual death? How do you think the events 
surrounding Mr. Cools’s death might be connected to the photographs?

15. Examine the debate between Joe Clarke and John Hurston in chapter nineteen. What arguments 
does each man make about his qualifications for mayor? Which points make Zora upset? How 
are their respective arguments shaped by their different takes on the fate of Terrace Side? In your 
opinion who should be mayor? Why?

16. In chapter twenty-six, what does the reader learn about East? Is it surprising? Why? How does 
Sarah respond? What were East’s positive and negative character traits?

17. Describe how Zora shows concern for her mother throughout the novel. What does Lucy 
Hurston represent to her husband, children, and community? In chapter twenty-seven, what is the 
result of Lucy Hurston’s absence? What does it reveal about John Hurston’s character?
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18. At the end, Carrie says, “My sincere hope is that, somewhere in these pages, you catch a glimpse 
of who you are and where you come from, and the web of stories to which you will add your own 
brightly gleaming threads” (page 235). Summarize the important events in the novel and central 
theme(s) for the entire book. Consider Carrie’s hope at the end of the novel. What did you relate 
to most in the story?

19. What does the biography at the end of the novel highlight about Zora Neale Hurston’s real 
life? How do the facts align with the story in The Summoner? Based upon the biography, is there 
anything you would add to or change about the Zora and Me novels? What more would you like 
to learn about Zora Neale Hurston?

These questions were prepared by Dawn Jacobs Martin, PhD, the director of special education teacher certification programs at the University of Maryland, College Park.
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DON’T MISS THE OTHER BOOKS IN 
THE ZORA AND ME SERIES! 

HC: 978-0-7636-4301-0
PB: 978-1-5362-0888-7

Also available as an e-book  
and in audio

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Victoria Bond is the coauthor, with T. R. Simon, of the 2011 
John Steptoe New Talent Author Award winner Zora and Me. 
She holds an MFA in creative writing and is a lecturer at John 
Jay College of Criminal Justice, City University of New York. 
She lives in New Jersey with her family.
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