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What is it like to be a giant? Meet Corinthia 
Bledsoe, a seven-foot-tall high-school junior who 
can predict the future.

Corinthia is far more than just another Midwestern 
teen; she’s a force of  nature. When she predicts 
with terrifying accuracy the outcome of  a tornado 
that will hit her high school, leaving a cow standing 
midcourt in the Lugo Memorial field house, 
Corinthia finds herself at the epicenter of  another 
kind of storm entirely. And as things get stranger 
and stranger — both in her small town and in her 
own home — lives start to intersect in ways even 
Corinthia can’t foresee.
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You play with the grotesque in this novel, describing each character 
with vivid physical detail. What kind of environment were you aiming  
to create in Fum?
Our culture is so consumed with image. The digital platforms of   
Instagram, Snapchat, and Facebook have helped to create a high- 
definition narrative of  the self, with the highest level of  detail. Our 
smartphones have become our mirrors as well as our instruments for  
personal exposure. I was attempting to get that exact with the physical  
details in this book.

Can Fum be viewed as a fairy tale, fractured or no?
Absolutely. I realized about halfway through the process that I was writing a 
kind of  brutalist fable. The notion of  myth and belief  and legend are all in the 
air in this story. And there’s a giant girl at the center of  it. I do see the events 
and characters as hyper-real, however, and I hope the fairy-tale aspects of  the 
book don’t overwhelm the truth of  what I hope the reader experiences.

Do you view the novel as a story about Corinthia coming to terms with 
her physical self, as a story about Corinthia coming to terms with people’s 
perceptions of her, or as something entirely different?
I think Corinthia wants nothing more than to be a normal kid, but she is 
special, both physically and perceptually. Her journey is about accepting these 
gifts and finding a way to resolve how she can be a useful, productive person in 
an increasingly brutal and unforgiving world.

The supporting characters go through formative experiences of their own, 
with no character left unscathed. What were you hoping to say about 
growth, and do you think growth ever stops?
The relationship between physical and mental growth and physical and mental 
atrophy is endlessly fascinating to me. I went through puberty later than 99 
percent of  all other boys on the earth. I was five foot three as a freshman in 
high school. I’m six foot three now, and my feet grew a size after college. And 
now I’m in my mid-life, dealing with the challenges of  getting older, trying to 
defy the inevitable aches and pains of  aging. I’ve always been fascinated by how 
our bodies change and how our inner lives exist in relationship to this. 

Is there a question about this book that you are hoping to be asked?
I hope I get asked about what it was like to write from the perspective of  both a 
giant young woman and a small, young, prepubescent boy. That was fun.
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