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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Randy Riley’s Really Big Hit
by CHRIS VAN DUSEN

On sale February 14, 2012
HC: 978-0-7636-4946-3 • $15.99 ($18.00 CAN)

32 pages • Ages 4–7

Chris Van Dusen knocks  
one out of the park with a  
comical ode to ingenuity.

Randy Riley loves two things: science 
and baseball. When it comes to the 

solar system, the constellations, and 
all things robot, Randy is a genius. 

But on the baseball diamond? Not so 
much. He tries . . . but whiffs every 
time. Then, one night, Randy sees 

something shocking through his Space 
Boy telescope: it’s a fireball, and it’s 

headed right for his town! Randy does 
the math, summons all of his science 
smarts, and devises a plan that will 
save the day in a spectacular way. 

Once again, Chris Van Dusen winds 
up his visual humor, dizzying 

perspectives, perfect pacing, and 
rollicking rhyme and delivers a hit to 

make readers stand up and cheer.

Media contact: Laura Rivas     Candlewick Press     617-588-4445     laura.rivas@candlewick.com
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Mercy Watson  
to the Rescue
HC: 978-0-7636-2270-1 
$12.99 ($15.00 CAN)

PB: 978-0-7636-4504-5 
$5.99 ($7.00 CAN)
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Goes for a Ride
HC: 978-0-7636-2332-6 
$12.99 ($15.00 CAN)

PB: 978-0-7636-4505-2 
$5.99 ($7.00 CAN)

Mercy Watson  
Fights Crime
HC: 978-0-7636-2590-0 
$12.99 ($17.00 CAN)

PB: 978-0-7636-4952-4 
$5.99 ($7.00 CAN)

Mercy Watson:  
Princess in Disguise
HC: 978-0-7636-3014-0 
$12.99 ($15.00 CAN)

PB: 978-0-7636-4951-7 
$5.99 ($7.00 CAN)

Mercy Watson 
Thinks Like a Pig
HC: 978-0-7636-3265-6 
$12.99 ($14.50 CAN)

PB: 978-0-7636-5231-9 
$5.99 ($7.00 CAN)

Mercy Watson:  
Something Wonky  
This Way Comes
HC: 978-0-7636-3644-9 
$12.99 ($15.00 CAN)

PB: 978-0-7636-5232-6 
$5.99 ($7.00 CAN)
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Don’t miss the MERCY WATSON series
by KATE DiCAMILLO, illustrated by CHRIS VAN DUSEN

King Hugo’s Hugo Ego
HC: 978-0-7636-5004-9 • $16.99 ($19.00 CAN)

H “Readers are treated to a terrific mélange 
of satire, slapstick, and caricature,  

all served up with expert comic timing.”
— Publishers Weekly (starred review)

 

“Delicious.” —The Wall Street Journal

The Circus Ship
HC: 978-0-7636-3090-4 • $16.99 ($19.00 CAN) 

Big Book: 978-0-7636-5593-8 • $24.99 ($28.00 CAN)

A Kirkus Reviews Best Children’s Book  
An Oppenheim Toy Portfolio Gold Award Winner

H “Children will pore over the panoramic 
spreads. . . . Splendid!”  

— Kirkus Reviews (starred review)

More from CHRIS VAN DUSEN

Mercy Watson Boxed Set:  
Adventures of a Porcine 

Wonder
Boxed set: 978-0-7636-5709-3 • $29.99 ($34.00 CAN)

www.cand lewick .com
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How did you get started writing 
and illustrating books for 
children?

I started out as an illustrator, 
mostly editorial, and I found 
that I really enjoyed working for 
kids’ magazines. My illustrations 
tend to be on the cartoony side 
anyway, so my stuff fit right in. 

But after a while, I got tired of working for 
such a temporary media. After all, magazines 
get thrown out! I wanted to do something a 
bit more permanent and substantial. I also 
wanted to illustrate something I wrote. That 
led me to develop my first book, Down to the 
Sea with Mr. Magee, which came out in 2000.

One of the wonderful aspects of your books 
is that they’re so funny! Tell us a bit about 
your use of humor.

I’ve always enjoyed a good joke, and I was a 
bit of a class clown all through school. I’ve 
tried to do serious illustrations, but my stuff 
always ends up looking kind of funny. So I 
try to put humor in my books, whether it’s 
through words or funny little details in the 
art. Who doesn’t love to discover hidden 
jokes in the pictures?

Your illustration style is very distinctive: 
bright, bold, and lots of fun. What about that 
style appeals to you as an artist? How do you 
create your illustrations? 

My illustrations are bright! Maybe that’s 
because I grew up addicted to Bugs Bunny 
cartoons. Who knows? But I like bold, clean, 
bright colors so that the art pops off the page. 
All the illustrations in my books are hand- 
painted (no computer!) in gouache (which 
rhymes with squash). Gouache is an opaque 

watercolor that reproduces very well. You 
can also use it a bunch of different ways, so 
I’m always experimenting.

You’ve shared unforgettably vivid characters 
with readers in King Hugo’s Huge Ego, The 
Circus Ship, the Mercy Watson books by Kate 
DiCamillo, and now Randy Riley’s Really 
Big Hit. What was your inspiration for Randy 
Riley? 

Randy Riley is the kind of kid I was. I wasn’t 
as smart as Randy, but I stunk at sports! I 
was always one of the last kids picked for 
baseball — and  for a  good reason! But I was 
curious and creative. I think there are a lot 
of kids out there who are similar to Randy. 
Hopefully they’ll read the book, relate to 
Randy, and cheer his heroic deed.

Which was your favorite character to create? 
Which character would you most like to meet 
in real life?

One of my favorite characters is Eugenia 
Lincoln from the Mercy Watson books. I 
never get tired of drawing her. I like Mr. 
Paine from The Circus Ship too. He was great 
fun to create. However, I would not want 
to meet either one in person. Too cranky! I 
think I’d like to meet Jack from If I Built a 
Car. He’s cool.

Randy Riley loves space, baseball, and 
robots. You’ve got a robot collection in your 
studio. What is it about robots that interests 
you? Are any of your robots especially 
meaningful? Was any of them the model for 
your illustrations in the book?

I love robots because they bring me back to 
my childhood. I grew up in the ’60s with 
Lost in Space, UFO sightings, and sci-fi 
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movies. Robots were a really popular toy at the 
time. I remember getting a Remco Lost in Space 
robot for Christmas when I was six. I don’t 
know what ever happened to that robot, but 
I’d love to find a replacement for him. Now I 
collect mostly reproductions of the original ’50s 
and ’60s robots. Some of them appear in the 
illustration of Randy playing robot baseball in 
his bedroom. When they’re not modeling, they 
stand guard on my flat files in my studio.

Are you also passionate about space? How about 
baseball? Did you play baseball as a child? What 
team do you follow today?

I’m not a space fanatic, 
but I like to stargaze. 
And I love baseball, 
but like I said earlier, 
I was a lousy player. I 
am also a huge Boston 
Red Sox fan, although 
I haven’t been to 
Fenway Park since 
1967. Yaz (my hero!) 
was playing then. By 
the way, Randy Riley’s 

Really Big Hit comes out the same year Fenway 
Park turns one hundred! Fact!

You’ve been writing and illustrating children’s 
books for more than a decade. What has been one 
of your most satisfying moments as a children’s 
book creator? 

I’m always touched by the nice notes and 
comments from kids who enjoy reading my 
books. I’ve also received a handful of awards, 
which is very satisfying, and I’ve signed books 
for some pretty important people, including 
a First Lady and the real Sal from Blueberries 
for Sal! I’ve made friends with several fellow 

author-illustrators, and I look forward to 
seeing them at different events. But one of the 
most wonderful moments happened to me just 
recently.

I was scheduled to give a talk at a local 
library, and the librarian sent me an e-mail 
ahead of time and told me this story. She said a 
young man came up to her in the library when 
he heard I was going to be there and told her, “I 
met Mr. Van Dusen several years ago.” 

Apparently when he was a little kid, he and 
his mother went to a bookstore in Portland 
and he saw my first book on the shelf. They 
proceeded to sit on the floor and read the book. 
They were laughing out loud when a man 
approached them and said, “It’s so nice to see 
someone enjoying my story.” That was me! I 
met that wonderful young man again when I 
visited the library and, needless to say, it was a 
special moment.
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