
Q. Which Greek myth is your personal favorite, and why? 

A. My favorite myth is probably the story of the Twelve Labors of Heracles. Heracles—who was known as 

Hercules to the ancient Romans—undertook to serve a very nasty king named Eurystheus for twelve years. 

Eurystheus hated Heracles and kept trying to get him killed by making him go on incredibly dangerous 

missions—such as bringing back Cerberus, the savage three-headed dog that guarded the land of the dead. 

Hades, the god of the dead, wouldn’t let Heracles kill Cerberus, so Heracles had to wrestle the gigantic dog to 

the ground. He then dragged Cerberus, snapping and snarling, back to Eurystheus’s palace, where the cowardly 

king jumped into a large storage jar to hide until Heracles had taken the dog away.

Q. How can students and budding mythologists use Lady Hestia’s thorough research to catapult their own 

careers in the fi elds of ancient history and research? 

A. Budding mythologists can start by reading Lady Hestia’s Mythology and then follow up their studies by using 

their local library or bookstore to fi nd longer versions of the myths they are interested in—the staff people there 

are bound to be helpful. They can then visit their local museum, if it has a section devoted to Mediterranean or 

ancient Greek history, to see works of art depicting mythological themes; they can search the many mythological 

sites on the Internet; and then they can read translations of the original works by the ancient Greek authors 

or, perhaps, learn ancient Greek for themselves and read the stories in the original! We provide some ideas for 

further reading on the book’s website: www.mythology1825.com.

Q.  A damaged student’s edition of Mythology by Lady Hestia Evans was 

recently uncovered and reproduced for our reading pleasure. What was Lady 

Hestia’s original intent in publishing such a tome? 

A. Lady Hestia was inspired to travel to Greece by the writings of the English poet 

Lord Byron. While she was there, she visited many fascinating sites associated with 

the ancient Greek myths and decided that she wanted to share the magic of those 

old tales with other people. So when she came back to England, she sought out the 

help of some fantastic artists and a wonderful designer, and wrote what she hoped 

would become the defi nitive illustrated introduction to Greek mythology.

Q.  On his quest for Greek relics and antiquities, Lady Hestia’s colleague John Oro was dangerously 

seduced by the power of Zeus. Why should humans always be wary of dealings with immortals? 

A. John Oro’s fi rst problem was that, while he set out with good intentions, he was a complete amateur. 

He thought that he could just stomp around Greece, digging up relics from ancient sites without so much 

as a by-your-leave. Later on, he became extremely covetous of the things he had found and gradually grew 

greedier and greedier. He thought that he could use the power of the gods for his own gain. Trying to take 

advantage of a god like Zeus is never going to be a good idea: you may well fi nd yourself dodging more 

thunderbolts than you had planned.

Q. The ancient Greeks believed in terrifying monsters and fantastical beasts, many of which were 

related to the gods. Which was the most deadly and fearsome creature you could encounter in 

those times? 

 A. The meanest, fi ercest, nastiest, and possibly ugliest monster of them all was probably a terrible dragon 

named Typhon. Some say that Typhon had one hundred heads and a hundred serpents issuing from his 

thighs, although nearly all the pictures show him with fewer. Typhon was born from deep within the 

Earth and rose up against the gods with great fury, nearly managing to defeat Zeus, the king of the gods 

himself, so he would have been more than a match for any mortal hero. Fortunately for us all, Zeus fi nally 

defeated Typhon and cast him down, burying him deep under the Earth, from whence he had come.
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DID YOU KNOW?
HUMAN ORIGINS: In ancient Greek mythology, human beings were said to 
have been created in the image of the gods. Of all mortal creatures, human beings 
were thought to stand upright so that they could gaze up at the heavens, while 
most animals gazed down at the Earth. 

MONSTERS AND BEASTS: As well as believing in the Olympian gods, ancient 
Greeks believed that the world was populated with terrible monsters and 
fabulous mythical beasts. The fi erce Gorgons, for example, were three 
savage sisters with wings of gold and snakes for hair. Anyone who looked 
upon the Gorgon Medusa would be turned to stone. 

THE HEROES: Some of the most exciting Greek myths tell of 
the quests and adventures of demigods and heroes. The borders of 
Mythology have been decorated with friezes illustrating the legends of the 
three most important Greek heroes: Heracles, Jason, and Theseus.  


