
CANDLEWICK PRESS
2067 Massachusetts Avenue

Cambridge, Massachusetts 02140

Long ago, when the troubadours still
roamed the lanes of Europe, a wise old
bird called Mother Goose began to save

small fragments of the songs that people most
enjoyed . . . . This immortal lady has never
stopped collecting; from every century she has
stashed away the best.

—From the Introduction, Here Comes Mother Goose;
edited by Iona Opie; illustrated by Rosemary Wells;
published by Candlewick Press

Here comes
volume two!
My Very First Mother
Goose, a collaboration
between renowned
folklorist Iona Opie and
award-winning illustrator
Rosemary Wells

(Candlewick Press 1996), was
hailed by critics everywhere as
a modern classic. The Boston

Globe called it “as essential for baby as is a
crib.” USA Today said, “This should be the gift
. . . every newborn receives and every toddler is
read from.” 

To date, this remarkable treasury has sold more
than 560,000 copies and won over a dozen
major honors and awards, including an American Booksellers Book
of the Year (ABBY) nomination, a New York Times Book Review Best
Illustrated Book of the Year, and a Parents’ Choice Award. 

According to Candlewick editor Amy Ehrlich, Here Comes Mother
Goose, a second collaboration between Opie and Wells, not only lives
up to the formidable standard set by its predecessor, it surpasses it.
“This second book completes the Mother Goose collection—we’ve

collected all the very best poems now, and Rosemary
has illustrated them with her very best work.”

The poetry of everyday life
"Why Toddlers Need Nursery Rhymes" an article in

Parents magazine (February 1999), succinctly sums
up the benefits: “Nursery rhymes introduce babies
and toddlers to the idea of a narrative, promote
social skills, boost language development, and lay

the foundation for learning to read and spell.”

“Nursery rhymes are not information,” says Wells, whose career as an
author and illustrator spans thirty years and more than sixty award-
winning children’s books. 

“These rhymes have everything to do with the poetry of everyday life.
Mother Goose is real culture,” says Wells. “It’s the real words of
people who lived long ago, our grandfathers’ grandfathers. They
were cobblers and harness makers and farmers and dairy women,
and this is how they put their children to bed at night, how they
taught them to count, how they passed the time of day, and how
they accomplished their work. These rhymes are like sea glass,” she
adds, “each one different, ground down to its perfect shape through
centuries of repetition.”

Nursery rhymes 
are good for you
With her husband, Peter, Iona Opie collected
and edited The Oxford Dictionary of Nursery
Rhymes and other groundbreaking works,
endowing nursery rhymes with scholarship
status. But she has never forgotten what and
whom they were composed for. “I suppose my
message in life is ‘nursery rhymes are good for
you.’ And the sooner you start, the better.”

Opie firmly believes that Rosemary Wells is
“Mother Goose’s second cousin.” Wells’s
illustrations, says Opie, “reflect Mother Goose’s
many moods.” Witty cross-references and
absorbing details emerge with repeated
readings. “Children love pointing things out to
grown-ups who probably haven’t noticed

them,” adds Opie. 

Brave, defiant little
creatures

Nursery rhymes play to children’s
subversive streak, which the editor and

illustrator share. “They’re all ec-
centrics,” says Opie of Wells’s spirited

menagerie of chicks, cats, bakers,
bunnies, and guinea pigs. “I’m
becoming mildly delinquent in my
old age and I take great comfort

in these brave, defiant little creatures. I love their wicked, wicked
looks and their sheer glee. They’re having a go and taking a stand
and they won’t be put down. That’s a very important message. I grew
up in a sheltered, placid environment, and the first time someone was
nasty to me I crumpled up in tears.” 

The cure for practically everything
Opie believes that these rhymes matter precisely because they give us
“a suggestion that mishaps might be funny rather than tragic, that
tantrums can be comical as well as frightening, and that laughter is
the cure for practically everything.”

The laughter of centuries echoes through the pages of Here Comes
Mother Goose. As in My Very First Mother Goose, Iona Opie and
Rosemary Wells have evoked a miniature realm
replete with music, mischief, and real-world
magic—in a beautiful keepsake volume that a
certain “wise old bird” can be proud of. 

HERE COMES MOTHER GOOSE—
And Iona Opie and Rosemary Wells
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